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FOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI INFO BOMBAY AND CALCUTTA 
FROM MADRAS MAY 26, 1977 REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION 

QUOTE 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, EGEN, IN 

SUBJECT: ASAMERA OIL DRILLING BESET WITH FURTHER PROBLEMS 

REF: MADRAS 0776 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . THE ASAMERA HARD LUCK STORY CONTINUES AS FURTHER DELAYS 
ARE CAUSED BY A COMBINATION OF BAD WEATHER, CREW PROBLEMS, 
AND FINALLY A CAVE-IN. 

2. SINCE GLOMWR III BEGAN EXPLORATORY DRILLING IN THE NORTHERN 
PART OF THE GULF OF MANNAR ON MAY 8, THE WEATHER HAS 
PERMITTED ONLY ABOUT FIVE DAYS OF NORMAL DRILLING PROGRESS. 
HEAVY SWELLS, REFLECTING OFF A REEF NEAR THE DRILLING SITE, 
HAVE CAUSED VERY CONFUSED SEAS. A SUPPLY BARGE WHICH WAS 
ANCHORED NEAR THE SITE HAD TO BE WITHDRAWN TO TUTICORIN, 

THE NEAREST MAJOR PORT, AND SUPPLIES ARE NOT TRANSPORTED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FROM TUTICORIN TO GLOMAR IN TWO 160 FOOT SUPPLY BOATS AS 
WEATHER PERMITS. BETTER WEATHER IS EXPECTED DURING 
THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. 

3. GLOMAR HAS A CREW OF 68 OF WHICH ABOUT HALF ARE 
INDIAN. ALTHOUGH THE INDIAN CREW MEMBERS WERE 
CAREFULLY SELECTED AND WELL-PAID, 14 DRILLERS RESIGNED 
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BEFORE COMPLETING THEIR FIRST 28 DAY STINT. (THE 
DRILLING CREWS WORK A 12-HOUR SHIFT FOR 28 DAYS, THEN 
HAVE 28 DAYS OFF WITH FULL PAY.) NEW DRILLERS HAVE 
BEEN HIRED. BUT THE TRAINING WILL NOW HAVE TO START OVER 
AGAIN. FORTUNATELY, THERE HAS BEEN NO PROBLEM WITH 
THE ALL-INDIAN GALLEY STAFF AND SHIP MAINTENANCE CREW. 

4. TO ADD A FINAL TOUCH, THE HOLD CAVED IN TWO DAYS AGO 
AT ABOUT 400 FEET. A 31-INCH STEEL AND CONCRETE 
CASING HAD BEEN INSTALLED DOWN TO 250 FEET, BUT BEYOND 
THAT THE SANDY STRATA COLLAPSED. THE DRILL WAS REMOVED WITH 
GREAT DIFFICULTY AND AN ATTEMPT IS NOW BEING MADE TO FLUSH 
THE DEBRIS OUT OF THE HOLE. IF THIS IS UNSUCCESSFUL, DRILLING 
WILL HAVE TO BE STARTED AGAIN AT A POINT ABOUT 60 FEET AWAY 
FROM THE ORIGINAL HOLE. THE DECISION WILL BE MADE TOMORROW. 
THE FIRST HORIZON (LIKELY OIL BEARING STRATA) IS STILL A LONG 
WAY AWAY AT 7,000 FEET. WE HESITATED TO ASK WHEN 

THE BOTTOM, AT 14,000 FEET, WILL BE REACHED. 

5. ASAMERA REPRESENTATIVE SHRIRAM IS STILL CHEERFUL 
AND INSISTS THAT THESE ARE IUST THE USUAL START-UP 
PROBLEMS. WE HAD A CHANCE TO MEET M. E. KITTLESON, 

EXECUTIVE VP, ASAMERA OIL (INDIA) LTD., WHO SHARES 
SHRIRAM'S OPTIMISM. KITTLESON, WHO IS ALSO EXECUTIVE VP. 
ASAMERA OIL (INDONESIA) LTD., OPERATES OUT OF SINGAPORE AND 
IS HERE FOR A FEW DAYS ON THAT HE DESCRIBED AS A COMPLETELY 
ROUTINE VISIT. SIGNED MCCASKILL 

UNQUOTE 
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